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New  Vision,  New  Budget  Math 


The  numbers  have  never  been  this  big  before. 

Neither  has  the  vision. 

Have  you  ever  seen  a  federal  budget  that  flat-lined 
military  spending,  ended  nuclear  weapons  pro¬ 
grams,  committed  to  clean  up  dangerous  nuclear 
materials  around  the  globe,  set  up  a  fund  to  respond 
to  global  warming,  and  created  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  new  green  jobs? 

Would  you  have  imagined  a  commitment  to  end 
child  hunger  in  four  years;  cut  poverty  in  half;  and 
find  a  way  for  everyone  to  have  health  care,  a  home, 
and  a  job?  Did  you  expect  the  insight  that  it  takes 
quality  schools,  stable  homes,  and  vibrant  neigh¬ 
borhoods  to  raise  a  healthy  generation  of  children, 
ready  for  the  challenges  of  the  21st  century? 

Could  you  have  foreseen  an  understanding  that  vio¬ 
lent  conflicts  don't  necessarily  have  violent  solutions, 
and  that  war  actually  can  be  prevented? 

We  at  FCNL  have  been  analyzing  federal  budgets  for 
decades,  and  we've  never  seen  anything  like  the  one 
President  Barack  Obama  has  proposed  for  2010. 

The  numbers  are  big  because  the  recession  is  deep. 

It  will  take  bold  action  to  bring  this  nation  and 
its  world  partners  out  of  this  economic  crisis.  The 
president  could  have  recommended  continuing  the 
trickle-down  patterns  of  the  past:  investing  in  exist¬ 
ing  industries  and  increased  military  production. 
Instead,  this  administration  has  chosen  to  turn  a 
corner  in  U.S.  history  -  to  invest  in  people  and  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Earth. 

It's  a  transformative  budget.  It  challenges  us  all 
to  change  the  way  we  think  about  the  roles  of 
government,  industry,  families,  individuals,  and 
our  international  partners.  It  opens  opportunities 
for  innovation,  inclusion,  and  expansion  of  our 
horizons. 

Will  we  as  a  nation  take  up  these  opportunities? 


Change  is  hard.  The  change  promoted  by  the  presi¬ 
dent's  budget  proposal  will  define  some  winners 
and  losers.  Among  those  who  stand  to  lose  are 
powerful  and  well-connected  military  contractors 
and  weapons  producers,  who  may  find  less  need  for 
their  products  and  services  in  the  future.  Among 
those  who  stand  to  gain  are  many  who  have  had 
little  chance  at  economic  security  and  little  voice  in 
government.  Everyone  who  has  longed  for  signifi¬ 
cant  responses  to  global  climate  change,  for  more 
equitable  sharing  of  this  nation's  resources,  for  broad 
access  to  education  and  health  care,  and  for  a  more 
peaceful  world  would  also  benefit. 

What's  your  message  about  this  budget?  We  invite 
you  to  examine  the  articles  in  this  newsletter — about 
new  ways  to  look  at  security,  about  how  to  reduce  the 
military  budget,  about  the  big  questions  of  deficits 
and  debt — and  then  consider  your  own  response. 

Does  this  budget  go  in  the  right  direction?  Does  it 
speak  to  your  priorities  for  federal  spending?  If  you 
think  it  does,  let  your  members  of  Congress  know. 
We'll  provide  you  with  details  as  Congress  shapes 
these  spending  and  tax  decisions.  Your  elected  rep¬ 
resentatives  will  need  to  hear  from  constituents  who 
embrace  a  set  of  values  different  from  those  that 
have  shaped  most  federal  budgets  for  the  last  several 
decades.  It's  time  for  a  new  vision  and  maybe  even  for 
some  new  math.  ■ 
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U.S.  Advances  New  Priorities 

Already  many  of  the  policy  solutions  that  you  have  worked  for  with 
FCNL  are  gaining  momentum  or  have  become  law.  We  still  have  a  long 
way  to  go,  but  change  is  already  coming  to  Washington. 

Filling  the  "Peaceful  Prevention"  Tool  Box.  Congress  has  approved 
funding  to  fill  500  empty  diplomatic  desks  in  the  State  Department. 

The  Civilian  Response  Corps,  which  will  give  the  United  States  a  team 
of  civilians  that  can  help  to  prevent  war  in  unstable  and  developing 
countries,  has  received  significant  additional  funding. 

President  Barack  Obama's  proposed  budget  for  fiscal  year  2010  would 
significantly  increase  funding  for  diplomacy  and  international  develop¬ 
ment  aid,  increase  nonmilitary  aid  to  Afghanistan  and  Pakistan,  and 
fund  programs  that  promote  sustainable  agriculture  and  address  the 
effects  of  global  climate  change.  The  House  reduced  this  funding  in  its 
budget  resolution,  but  the  increases  may  be  restored  in  conference  com¬ 
mittee. 

Closing  Down  the  Nuclear  Weapons  Threat.  Congress  has  refused  to 
fund  a  new  generation  of  nuclear  weapons,  the  Reliable  Replacement 
Warhead,  and  Obama  also  zeroed  out  all  funding  for  this  weapon  in 
his  budget  proposal.  In  early  March  Congress  significantly  increased 
funding  to  secure  the  tons  of  nuclear  weapons  materials  stored  in  inad¬ 
equately  secured  facilities  around  the  world.  Obama  has  pledged  to 
secure  all  loose  nuclear  materials  in  the  next  four  years. 

Ending  Child  Hunger.  Obama  and  Congress  are  taking  steps  to  end 
child  hunger  in  the  United  States  by  2015.  The  economic  recovery  pack¬ 
age  substantially  increased  funding  for  the  food  stamp  program  (now 
called  the  Supplemental  Nutrition  Assistance  Program,  or  SNAP),  food 
aid  for  Women,  Infants,  and  Children  (WIC),  and  the  Emergency  Food 
Assistance  Program.  The  recovery  package  also  extended  the  reach  of 
the  Child  Tax  Credit  to  very  low-income  families. 

Investing  in  Renewable  Energy  and  Green  Jobs.  As  part  of  the  eco¬ 
nomic  recovery  package.  Congress  invested  in  a  green  economy,  creat¬ 
ing  hundreds  of  thousands  of  jobs  to  build  a  more  efficient  power  grid 
and  develop  renewable  energy  sources,  such  as  solar  and  wind  power. 
The  legislation  also  invested  in  renewable  energy  research  to  help  the 
United  States  become  a  world  leader  in  green  energy  innovation.  The 
president's  budget  proposal  includes  significant  investments  in  these 
areas  and  sets  up  a  fund  to  support  more  "green  jobs." 

Expanding  Access  to  Education  and  Health  Care.  As  part  of  the  eco¬ 
nomic  recovery  legislation.  Congress  allocated  $44  billion  to  help  states 
fund  preschool  and  elementary  school  programs,  improve  teacher 
quality,  and  update  school  facilities,  as  well  as  $87  billion  to  help  states 
keep  their  Medicaid  programs  running.  This  legislation  also  provided 
a  65  percent  health  insurance  subsidy  for  people  who  have  been  laid  off 
recently.  ■ 
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President  Obama's  Budget  Redefines  Security 


"In  the  end,  a  budget  is  more  than  simply  numbers  on 
a  page.  It  is  a  measure  of  how  well  we  are  living  our 
obligations  to  ourselves  and  one  another.  It  is  a  test  of 
our  commitment  to  making  America  what  it  was  always 
meant  to  be— a  place  where  all  things  are  possible  for  all 
people" 

-President  Obama,  February  26,  2009 

On  February  24,  President  Barack  Obama 
presented  Congress  with  an  outline  of  a 
transformed  federal  budget,  one  based  on  a 
significantly  different  set  of  values  from  previous 
budgets.  Obama's  budget  suggests  that  security  for 
the  United  States  is  not  based  solely  on  weapons 
but  also  on  the  nation's  ability  to  form  partnerships 
with  other  countries  and  to  prevent  and  resolve 
deadly  conflicts  in  emerging  and  unstable  nations. 
It  invests  in  human  security  by  giving  priority  to 
programs  that  will  lead  to  sustainable  economic, 
environmental,  and  global  security  for  all. 

The  president's  budget  commits  to  rebuild  the 
faltering  economy  from  the  bottom  up  by  support¬ 
ing  assistance  for  those  people  hardest  hit  by  the 
failures  of  the  economic  system,  providing  lad¬ 
ders  out  of  poverty  and  into  the  middle  class,  and 
reforming  elements  of  the  federal  tax  system.  The 
proposal  would  help  fuel  a  new  green  economy 
by  spending  more  on  renewable  energy  research 
in  order  to  wean  the  United  States  and  other 
nations  from  dependence  on  fossil  fuels.  While  the 
proposal  leaves  military  spending  for  fiscal  year 
(FY)  2010  at  about  the  same  level  as  in  FY  2009,  it 
points  toward  a  future  of  less  reliance  on  military 
responses  to  world  problems.  The  proposal  also 
calls  for  ending  new  nuclear  weapons,  reviewing 
questionable  contracts  and  accounting  practices  at 
the  Pentagon,  and  examining  all  programs  for  effi¬ 
ciency,  effectiveness,  and  performance. 

Change  always  involves  struggle.  Many  members 
of  Congress  struggle  to  understand  and  support 
these  new  approaches  to  old  problems;  others  have 
already  dug  in  their  heels  and  proclaimed  their 
opposition.  People  across  the  country  who  are 
looking  for  new  solutions  will  be  the  key  ingredi¬ 
ent  in  making  the  change  happen,  by  speaking  out 
and  urging  their  members  of  Congress  to  support 
this  budget  and  the  spending  and  tax  legislation 
that  will  follow. 


Economic  Security 

"Now  is  the  time  to  act  boldly  and  wisely  —  to  not  only 
revive  this  economy,  hut  to  build  a  new  foundation  for 
lasting  prosperity.  Now  is  the  time  to  jurnpstart  job  cre¬ 
ation,  re-start  lejiding,  and  invest  in  areas  like  energy, 
health  care,  and  education  that  will  grow  our  economy, 
even  as  we  make  hard  choices  to  bring  our  deficit  down" 
-  President  Obama,  address  to  joint  session  of 
Congress,  February  24,  2009 

The  economic  crisis  has  drawn  attention  to  the 
widening  wealth  disparity  in  the  United  States  and 
to  the  economic  insecurity  that  many  people  in 
this  country  live  with  —  they  don't  earn  enough 
to  provide  their  families  with  adequate  food,  a 
stable  home,  or  health  care.  Obama's  budget  pro¬ 
posal  demonstrates  a  concern  for  those  struggling 
through  the  economic  downturn  and  supports 
them  in  the  short  term  by  expanding  unemploy¬ 
ment  insurance,  increasing  food  stamp  benefits, 

(continued  on  page  4) 
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Security  Redefined  (continued  from  page  3) 

and  funding  Medicaid  and  health  care  subsidies  so 
that  more  families  have  access  to  health  care. 

Over  the  long  term,  the  administration  commits 
to  widen  the  middle  class  by  creating  good  jobs, 
increasing  Pell  Grants  for  low-income  college  stu¬ 
dents,  expanding  the  Earned  Income  and  Child 
Tax  Credits,  setting  aside  money  for  universal 
health  care,  and  funding  a  home  affordability  pro¬ 
gram.  These  investments  will  help  renew  the  U.S. 
economy  by  enabling  more  people  in  this  country 
to  build  -  or  rebuild  -  a  foundation  for  economic 
security.  Obama's  budget  acknowledges  that,  for 
the  economy  to  be  productive  and  sustainable,  it 
needs  to  be  equitable. 

Environmental  Security 

"But  to  truly  transform  our  economy,  protect  our  secu¬ 
rity,  and  save  our  planet  from  the  ravages  of  climate 
change,  we  need  to  ultimately  make  clean,  renewable 
energy  the  profitable  kind  of  energy." 

—  President  Obama,  addressing  a  joint  session  of 
Congress,  February  24,  2009 

Although  global  warming  and  diminishing  oil 
reserves  are  the  most  imminent  threats  we  face, 
recent  federal  budgets  have  given  low  priority 
to  addressing  climate  change  and  reducing  U.S. 
dependence  on  fossil  fuels.  In  addition  to  the  envi¬ 
ronmental  harm  caused  by  fossil  fuel  use,  a  large 
share  of  the  U.S.  military  budget  has  been  spent  on 
protecting  this  country's  access  to  foreign  sources 
of  fossil  fuels.  According  to  a  recent  study  by  the 
National  Priorities  Project,  the  United  States  spent 
$103.5  billion  in  2008  to  secure  oil  reserves  in  for¬ 
eign  countries,  not  including  the  cost  of  the  war  in 
Iraq. 

Requiring  the  U.S.  military  to  protect  foreign  oil 
supplies  is  expensive  and  unsustainable.  Even 
so,  past  federal  budgets  have  continued  to  com¬ 
mit  massive  amounts  to  this  military  strategy, 
while  barely  touching  the  potential  that  could  be 
unleashed  by  research  and  development  on  renew¬ 
able  energy.  Unless  U.S.  consumers  substantially 
reduce  their  energy  use  or  switch  to  renewable 
energy  sources,  the  thirst  for  oil  will  continue  to 
drive  a  bloated  military  budget. 


The  economic  recovery  package  that  Congress 
passed  and  Obama  signed  in  February  increases 
U.S.  investment  in  renewable  energy  research  by 
$6.4  billion.  Obama's  2010  budget  proposed  another 
$15  billion  each  year  (see  chart  on  page  3).  This 
investment  would  help  address  the  growing  threat 
of  global  warming,  promoting  U.S.  energy  inde¬ 
pendence  and  long-term  energy  security  while 
decreasing  the  military  cost  of  protecting  sources 
of  fossil  fuels. 

Global  Security 

"To  face  the  threats  of  the  21st  Century,  we  need  to  use 
all  the  instruments  of  our  power,  including  diplomacy, 
to  ensure  the  safety  and  security  of  the  United  States." 

-2010  budget  proposal 

FCNL  has  long  promoted  investing  in  diplomacy 
and  development  as  a  far  better  national  and  global 
security  strategy  than  strengthening  combat  capa¬ 
bilities  (see  the  January  2009  Washington  Newsletter). 
Obama's  budget  proposal  begins  to  turn  federal 
budget  priorities  in  this  direction.  The  president 
has  committed  to  re-evaluate  weapons  spending  in 
the  military  budget,  while  providing  critical  fund¬ 
ing  to  the  State  Department  and  the  U.S.  Agency 
for  International  Development  (USAID). 

The  president  proposed  a  7.5  percent  increase  in  the 
State  Department  budget,  to  allow  for  significant 
expansion  in  the  Foreign  Service  and  USAID  and 
a  dramatic  boost  to  foreign  assistance.  Even  so,  if 
the  proposed  increases  are  adopted,  the  Pentagon's 
budget  —  set  to  rise  by  only  about  1.4  percent  after 
inflation  —  will  still  be  10  times  greater  than  the 
State  Department's. 

The  president's  budget  proposal  has  opened  a 
debate  about  what  really  keeps  us  safe.  As  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  focus  on  the  dollars  that  flow  into 
one  program  or  another,  they  need  to  hear  from 
their  constituents  about  the  values  that  the  bud¬ 
get  must  support.  FCNL  continues  to  advocate  for 
spending  priorities  that  will  lead  to  a  more  equi¬ 
table  economy  based  on  shared  economic  recovery, 
investment  in  renewable  energy  and  green  jobs, 
and  support  for  diplomacy  and  development  efforts 
that  promote  sustainable  economic,  environmental, 
and  global  security.  ■ 
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Trillions  and  Trillions  -  Isn't  That 
a  Lot  of  Money? 


The  United  States  currently  faces  the  largest  deficit 
in  its  history  —  more  than  $1.7  trillion  according  to 
the  Congressional  Budget  Office.  This  deficit  is  pri¬ 
marily  due  to  the  large  tax  cuts  adopted  since  2001, 
the  huge  amount  of  spending  on  two  wars,  and 
the  stimulus  and  recovery  packages.  Because  the 
economy  is  so  slow  right  now,  the  deficit  is  also  at  a 
historic  level  (12%)  compared  to  the  gross  domestic 
product  (GDP). 

What  is  a  budget  deficit? 

It's  the  difference  between  what  the  government 
brings  in  (through  taxes  and  other  revenue)  and 
what  it  spends  during  a  fiscal  year.  The  government 
borrows  money  to  make  up  the  difference;  the  bor¬ 
rowed  money  adds  to  the  national  debt. 

Should  I  he  worried  about  the  size  of  the 
U.S.  budget  deficit? 

Deficit  spending  is  resolved  primarily  by  economic 
growth.  When  more  people  have  jobs  and  more 
businesses  are  healthy,  they  generate  tax  revenues 
that  support  federal  and  state  budgets.  They  also 
reduce  the  level  of  federal  government  assistance 
needed  by  individuals  and  states. 

Investing  in  economic  growth  during  an  economic 
downturn  is  a  smart  fiscal  move.  In  its  analysis  of 
the  administration's  plan,  the  Congressional  Budget 
Office  shows  deficit  spending  falling  to  about  4  per¬ 
cent  of  GDP  by  2012. 

Does  President  Obama  intend  to  cut 
federal  spending  to  reduce  the  deficit? 

In  addition  to  investing  in  growth.  President  Barack 
Obama  and  his  financial  team  have  already  identi¬ 
fied  more  than  $2  trillion  that  can  be  cut  from  the 
budget  over  the  next  decade  by  making  tax  laws 
more  equitable,  introducing  efficiencies,  and  ending 
programs  that  don't  perform.  In  particular,  the  presi¬ 
dent's  budget  proposal  will  save  money  by  ending 
the  war  in  Iraq  (a  $1.5  trillion  savings)  and  letting  the 
2001  and  2003  tax  cuts  for  the  wealthy  expire  (recov¬ 
ering  $318  billion  in  tax  revenues). 


Is  reducing  the  military  budget  part  of 
Obama's  plan  for  reducing  the  deficit? 

Obama  plans  to  save  money  by  withdrawing  troops 
from  Iraq,  and  he  has  committed  to  reform  military 
contracting  and  eliminate  unnecessary  weapons 
programs.  Yet  his  recent  budget  proposal  includes 
a  small  increase  in  the  Pentagon's  budget,  and  he  is 
not  expected  to  decrease  overall  military  spending 
in  the  near  term.  Rep.  Barney  Frank  (MA)  is  seeking 
to  build  support  in  Congress  and  the  White  House 
for  his  proposal  to  reduce  the  military  budget  by  25 
percent.  (See  FCNL's  ideas  on  page  8.) 

What  about  health  care  costs?  I've  heard 
that  they  are  one  of  the  reasons  the 
deficit  is  increasing. 

The  rising  cost  of  health  care,  which  the  federal 
government  pays  in  Medicare,  Medicaid,  federal 
employee,  veterans'  and  other  military  programs, 
exerts  the  strongest  upward  pressure  on  government 
spending.  Obama  has  proposed  some  adjustments 
to  Medicare  and  Medicaid  in  the  short  term  to  lower 
costs  and  increase  efficiency  as  well  as  compre¬ 
hensive  health  care  reform  in  the  long  term  so  that 
special  health  care  programs  are  no  longer  neces¬ 
sary.  His  budget  identifies  an  income  stream  that 
would  collect  $630  billion  to  create  a  structure  for  a 
universal  health  care  plan.  ■ 


How  Legislation  Enacted  since  2001 
Contributed  to  2009  Deficit 
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Five  Ways  (continued  from  page  8) 

3.  Introduce  Accountability  and 
Transparency  to  Pentagon  Spending 


The  Pentagon  is  the  only  federal  department  that 
doesn't  have  to  meet  audit  standards  and  report 
regularly  to  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 
and  Congress  on  its  programs'  efficiency  and  effec¬ 
tiveness. 


The  Pentagon  has  never  passed  an  audit.  Its  chief 
financial  officer  has  told  Congress  that  a  complete 
audit  is  still  several  years  in  the  future.  Meanwhile, 
the  Pentagon  has  been  unable  to  account  for  billions 
spent  in  Iraq,  and  it  continues  to  pay  premium  prices 
on  "no-bid"  and  "cost-plus"  contracts  with  inad¬ 
equate  oversight  of  quality  and  performance. 


Sens.  Carl  Levin  (MI)  and  John  McCain  (AZ),  the 
chair  and  ranking  member  of  the  Senate  Armed 
Services  Committee,  respectively,  have  introduced 
the  Weapon  Systems  Acquisition  Reform  Act  (S.  454) 
to  tighten  performance  requirements  for  weapons 
producers.  In  a  recent  Armed  Services  Committee 
hearing.  Levin  said  that  the  Pentagon's  95  largest 
acquisition  programs  are  "an  average  of  two  years 
behind  schedule  and  have  exceeded  their  initial  bud- 


On  the  Chopping  Block? 

Congress  may  consider  slowing  or  ending  pro¬ 
duction  of  weapons  such  as 

■  the  F-22  Raptor  (a  Cold  War-era  fighter  jet), 

■  the  Virginia-Class  submarine  (a  "weapon 
in  search  of  an  enemy"), 

■  the  DDG-1000  (a  Cold  War-era  destroyer), 

■  the  V-22  Osprey  (a  helicopter/airplane 
hybrid  that  continues  to  fail  operating 
tests), 

■  the  Expeditionary  Fighting  Vehicle  (an 
amphibious  vehicle  for  Marines  that  con¬ 
tinues  to  break  down  every  eight  hours  on 
average), 

■  the  F-35  Joint  Strike  Fighter  (which  is  being 
rushed  to  production  before  designs  are 
complete), 

■  the  Army's  "Future  Combat  System"  (a 
complex  of  18  air  and  ground  weapons  sys¬ 
tems), 

■  missile  shield,  and 

■  offensive  space  weapons. 
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These  amounts  are  all  in  2009  dollars,  adjusted  for  inflation.  They 
show  the  budget  authority  granted  for  military  spending,  not  the  actual 
amount  spent.  Source:  Center  for  Arms  Control  and  Nonproliferation 

*  Proposed  FY2009  supplemental  appropriations,  not  yet  approved  by 
Congress  as  this  issue  went  to  press. 

gets  by  a  combined  total  of  almost  $300  billion."  The 
House  Armed  Services  Committee,  led  by  Rep.  Ike 
Skelton  (MO),  has  announced  the  formation  of  the 
Panel  on  Defense  Acquisition  Reform.  The  president 
has  directed  his  staff  to  look  into  federal  contracts 
that  do  not  provide  enough  value  for  taxpayers,  and 
he  has  appointed  Ashton  B.  Carter,  a  leading  expert 
on  arms  control  and  critic  of  Pentagon  spending,  as 
the  undersecretary  of  defense  for  acquisition,  tech¬ 
nology,  and  logistics.  Everyone  involved  expects 
change,  but  military  contractors  are  still  very  power¬ 
ful  and  will  press  their  case  with  Congress. 

4.  Cut  Outdated  Programs  and  Weapons 

Any  weapon  used  when  a  nonmilitary  approach 
could  have  resolved  the  conflict  is  a  useless  weapon. 
Among  the  weapons  in  the  U.S.  arsenal,  however, 
some  are  even  more  useless,  with  virtually  no  pos¬ 
sible  use  in  modern  warfare  (see  box  at  left).  Some 
were  designed  for  Cold  War-era  missions,  some 
have  never  passed  basic  operational  tests,  and  some 

(continued  on  page  7) 
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GlobalSecurity.  org 
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Five  Ways  (continued  from  page  6) 

are  far  too  expensive  and  com¬ 
plex  for  the  missions  for  which 
they  are  being  designed.  The 
"Unified  Security  Budget," 
released  by  the  Institute  for 
Policy  Studies,  identifies  $49 
billion  that  could  be  saved  by 
scaling  back  the  U.S.  nuclear 
arsenal  to  1,000  warheads. 

5.  Reduce  the  Number  of 
U.S.  Bases  Overseas 

In  addition  to  the  more  than 
900,000  troops  based  in  the 
United  States,  this  country 
maintains  and  staffs  approxi¬ 
mately  1,000  bases  around  the 
world.  This  number  includes 
268  bases  in  Germany,  124  in 
Japan,  and  87  in  South  Korea, 
according  to  David  Vine,  a  pro¬ 
fessor  at  American  University 
in  Washington,  DC.  In  these 
three  countries  alone,  the  United 
States  supports  more  than 
113,000  troops;  the  total  number 
of  active  duty  troops  deployed 
overseas  is  more  than  288,000 
(not  including  contractors  and 
civilian  personnel). 

The  military  face  of  the  U.S.  presence  abroad  has  a 
price.  As  Gordon  Adams,  a  professor  of  foreign  pol¬ 
icy  at  American  University's  School  of  International 
Service  notes,  "Nations  around  the  world  now  look 
at  the  face  of  U.S.  engagement  and  see  a  uniform, 
sending  a  potentially  self-defeating  message  about 
our  intentions." 

In  2004,  Defense  Secretary  Donald  Rumsfeld 
calculated  that  this  country  could  save  about  $12 
billion  by  closing  a  third  of  its  overseas  bases  and 
moving  70,000  troops  and  their  families  back  to  the 
United  States.  Another  option,  given  the  increasing 
per-soldier  cost  to  the  military  budget  (up  43% 
since  the  Korean  War,  according  to  Steve  Daggett 
of  the  Congressional  Research  Service),  would  be 
to  close  some  overseas  bases,  reducing  the  overall 
number  of  U.S.  military  personnel  supported  by 
U.S.  taxpayers.  ■ 


Tax  Refunds  for  Peace! 

while  about  43  percent  of  your  federal  tax 
dollars  in  2008  went  for  war  (see  www.fcnl. 
org/2008taxes),  100  percent  of  your  tax  refund 
can  go  for  peace!  Donate  the  amount  to  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
to  lobby  Congress  to  shift  budget  priorities 
and  reduce  military  spending.  Or  make  a  tax- 
deductible  contribution  to  the  FCNL  Education 
Fund  to  educate  about  the  federal  budget  and 
alternatives  to  war. 

To  contribute,  mail  your  check  to  FCNL,  245 
Second  Street,  NE,  Washington,  DC,  20002;  or 
charge  your  donation  to  your  credit  card  by 
calling  800-630-1330,  ext.  2538;  or  donate  online 
securely  by  going  to  FCNUs  website,  www.fcnl. 
org,  and  clicking  on  the  blue  "Donate  Online" 
button. 
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Five  Ways  to  Turn  the  Corner 
on  Military  Spending 


1.  Prevent  Wars 

Modern  wars  are  different  from  the  conflicts  of 
past  decades.  They  are  more  likely  to  be  triggered 
by  violent  outbreaks  in  weak  and  failing  states 
over  scarce  resources.  Between  80  and  90  percent 
of  the  victims  of  wars  in  this  century  are  civilians, 
and  fighting  intensifies  more  and  more  often  to  the 
level  of  genocide  and  ethnic  cleansing.  By  helping 
to  prevent  deadly  conflict,  using  diplomatic  and 
development  tools  in  the  early  stages  of  instability 
and  violent  conflict,  the  United  States  and  other 
nations  could  save  lives  and  reduce  the  need  for 
military  intervention. 

Unfortunately,  the  United  States  has  stocked  its  civil¬ 
ian  toolbox  inadequately,  and  it  has  allowed  some 
of  those  tools  to  rust  from  neglect.  (See  the  January 
2009  Washington  Newsletter.)  Only  about  6  percent 
of  what  this  country  spends  to  engage  with  the 
rest  of  the  world  supports  nonmilitary  engagement. 
Even  Secretary  of  Defense  Robert  Gates  has  pointed 
out  the  disparity  between  the  Pentagon  and  State 
Department  budgets,  urging  increased  funding  for 
nonmilitary  foreign  affairs  programs. 

Members  of  Congress  have  already  taken  some 
practical  positive  steps  to  restock  the  diplomatic 
toolbox,  such  as  approving  funds  to  fill  500  empty 
diplomatic  posts  in  the  State  Department.  President 
Barack  Obama  proposes  — and  Congress  should 
support — doubling  the  foreign  aid  budget  over 
several  years.  Taking  these  steps  would  strengthen 


the  ability  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  wars  and 
save  the  lives  and  dollars  that  wars  claim. 

2.  Reduce  U.S.  Oil  Dependence 

Securing  access  to  petroleum  supplies  from  countries 
around  the  globe  makes  heavy  demands  on  the  U.S. 
military  budget.  According  to  a  2008  report  from 
the  National  Priorities  Project,  "The  Military  Cost 
of  Securing  Energy",  the  U.S.  military  will  spend 
$103.5  billion  in  2009  to  secure  U.S.  access  to  energy 
supplies,  not  counting  the  cost  of  the  war  in  Iraq. 
Investment  in  renewable  energy  could  reduce  U.S. 
dependence  on  fossil  fuels  and  reduce  the  need  for 
military  protection  of  this  resource. 

The  United  States  has  a  long  way  to  go.  While  U.S. 
energy  use  per  person  has  grown  by  57  percent  since 
the  1950s,  we  draw  less  than  4  percent  of  that  energy 
from  renewable  sources,  according  to  the  National 
Priorities  Project  report.  Nearly  all  cars  in  the  United 
States  (96%)  run  on  petroleum,  and  the  country 
imports  nearly  60  percent  of  its  petroleum  supplies. 

(continued  on  page  6) 


Change  to  Washington  Newsletter 
Publication  Schedule 

Beginning  with  this  issue,  the  newsletter  will 
be  published  bimonthly.  You  will  receive  six 
issues  of  the  newsletter  a  year. 
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